MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF SELBYVILLE
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING APRIL 8, 2024

Mayor Duncan welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 6 o’clock p.m.
Councilmembers Dr. Carol Cary, Chris Snader, and Gary Steffen were in attendance.
Councilman Monroe Hudson was absent.

The meeting was properly posted.
1. Opening of Meeting —
A, Mayor Duncan led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

B. Presentation of the Minutes of the March 4, 2024, meeting by Mayor Duncan.
Councilman Steffen made a motion to dispense with the reading of the Minutes and to
approve them as presented. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Dr. Cary and carried
by all.

C. Presentation of the March 31, 2024, bills by Mayor Duncan. Councilwoman Dr. Cary
inquired about the payments made to Kranson Clothes Inc. Chief Wilson explained
that this was a new expense for police uniforms as they were resized and had gone
with a new vendor. He added that it was in the budget and would not be a recurring
monthly expense. Councilman Steffen inquired about a payment made to NICE.
Town Administrator Long explained that that is the Town’s long-distance telephone
service. She stated that this payment was larger than usual due to the Town not
receiving the bill for several months as it was being sent to an inactive email.
Councilman Steffen made a motion to pay all bills as presented. Motion seconded by
Councilman Snader and carried by all.

2. Mayor’s Report & Comments:

A. ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF SELBYVILLE
BY AMENDING CHAPTER 166, TAXATION, BY ADDING THERETO A
NEW ARTICLE II, GROSS RECEIPTS RENTAL TAX, TO IMPOSE A 2%
GROSS RECEIPTS TAX ON ALL RENTAL INCOME FOR OCCUPANCY
OF ANY PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LODGING FACILITIES AND HOUSING
ACCOMMODATIONS, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, ROOMS,
ROOMING HOUSES, BOARDING HOUSES, BED-AND-BREAKFAST INNS,
COTTAGES, CABINS, HOUSES, DUPLEXES, APARTMENTS (WHETHER
IN CONDOMINIUMS OR NOT), STORES, GARAGES, WAREHOUSES, OR
ANY COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES WHICH RENT OR
LEASE SPACE OR OTHER FACILITIES.

Mayor Duncan read the Ordinance into the Minutes by title only. Town Administrator Long
explained that this was discussed during the adoption of the FY2025 Budget. She stated that
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several towns in Delaware impose a gross receipts rental tax on any residential or commercial
properties that are rented. After polling several towns in Delaware and calculating the average. it
was recommended to impose a 2% gross receipts rental tax. She stated this will assist with
offsetting the cost of the building inspector and code enforcement officials who are conducting
the annual rental inspections. Inspector Merollini added that there is at least one annual
inspection. however. they often need to perform reinspections as well. Town Administrator Long
stated that the gross receipts rental tax typically is based on a calendar year. January 1* through
December 31%. with the tax payment being due February 1% of the following year. She
recommended beginning on January 1. 2025. so that rental property owners may be notified
several months in advance. With that. the first tax payment would be due February 1. 2026.
Mayor Duncan inquired about the number of rental properties in Town. Town Administrator
Long stated that it is approximately between 137 and 145. Afier a brief discussion, Councilman
Snader made a motion to adopt the Ordinance and amend the Town Code to impose a 2% gross
receipts tax on all rental income for occupancy of any private and public lodging facilities and
housing accommodations. including. but not limited to, rooms. rooming houses. boarding
houses. bed-and-breakfast inns. cottages. cabins. houses, duplexes. apartments (whether in
condominiums or not). stores, garages. warehouses. or any commercial buildings or structures
which rent or leasc space or other facilities as presented. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Dr.
Cary and carried by all.

3. Reports
A. Police Report — M. Hudson

Chief Wilson reported there were 274 calls for service. 57 tickets issued, and 10 criminal arrests
for the month of March. He added that the two officers who were out due to injuries have
returned to full duty. They still have one vacant position, so they continue to operate short
staffed. Chief Wilson reported that the primarily grant-funded bidirectional amplifiers have been
installed and have improved the signal to the police radios. Chief Wilson concluded with a quote
from Magnum Electronics for $40.005.90 to equip two new police Chevrolet Tahoes with
emergency equipment. He stated this was in the budget.

B. Building and Code Enforcement — A. Merollini
See report for the month of March. Inspector Merollini reported that 43 building permits were
issued in March and 133 inspections were conducted for various permits. He concluded his
report by stating that he is awaiting a demo of Citizen Reporter.

C. Hazard Inspection Committee ~ C. Snader

The Hazard Inspection Committee did not meet in March. Councilman Snader and Inspector
Merollini met with the owners of 3 Lighthouse Road. and it is now for sale. Councilman Snader
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stated that once sold, the new owners will have 30 days to provide the committee with a plan of
what they will be doing with the property.

D. Water — G. Steffen

See report for the month of March. Councilman Steffen reported that the water plant produced
2,719,545 gallons of water. We continue to purchase water from Artesian to supplement the
water pressure on the eastern side of town. We continue to meet all State and Federal testing
requirements. The Water Department continues to read meters, repair meters as necessary, and
mark water lines for Miss Utility locate requests. Councilman Steffen stated that hydrant
flushing, a twice-annual process that helps to keep the water clean, fresh, and safe, will take
place the week of April 8, 2024. Residents and businesses are advised to check for discolored
water, especially in their washing machines. If you observe discolored water, let your faucet run
for a few minutes to see if it clears up. If it doesn’t, contact the water department at 302-436-
8349. For more information, call Town Hall at 302-436-8314.

E. Public Works — G. Steffen

Councilman Steffen reported that the Public Works Department has begun cutting grass and
spraying weeds. He asked that residents keep their grass clippings off the roadway as it is a
safety concern and may also clog the storm drains.

F. Recreation — G. Steffen

Councilman Steffen reported that Phase 2 and the new 2-5 year old playground equipment
installation is complete. The playground will be open for public use beginning Wednesday, April
10, 2024. Town Administrator Long added that Phase 3 has been approved, however, the Town
is waiting on a signed purchase order to begin. Phase 3 consists of parking lot improvements,
installing new signage, entrance improvements, erecting new fencing, installing a new water
fountain, installing additional security lighting, and installing sidewalks to improve connectivity.
Town Administrator Long stated that the pre-application for Phase 4 is due May 15, 2024. The
Park Committee is scheduled to meet on April 17, 2024, to discuss Phase 4 improvements which
originally included a 5-12 year old playground. Around October, the Town will be notified by
the Outdoor Recreation Committee if they are invited to submit the full application, which will
then go before the Mayor and Council.

G. Sewer Report — C. Snader

See report for the month of March. Councilman Snader reported the plant had an average daily
flow of 1,094,600 gallons and a peak flow of 1,261,000 gallons. The plant performed within all
required permit parameters for the month. Councilman Snader concluded by stating that there is
a workshop scheduled for April 30, 2024. More information is available at
www.selbyville.delaware.gov.
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H. Planning & Zoning -~ C. Snader

No report for the month of March. The Planning and Zoning Commission is scheduled to meet
on April 23, 2024.

1. Industrial Park Report — S. Long
No report for the month of March.
J.  Annexation Report — C. Cary
No report for the month of March.
K. Economic Development Committee — C. Cary

No report for the month of March. The Economic Development Committee is scheduled to meet
on April 15, 2024.

L. Administrative Report — C. Cary

Councilwoman Dr. Cary thanked Mountaire Farms and Sullivan’s Landscaping for their
continued sponsorship of the Downtown Beautification Project on W Church Street. They have
added four additional planters as well.

M. Administrative Report — S. Long

Town Administrator Long stated that she was contacted by Bill Pfaff, Director of the Sussex
County Economic Development. They will be meeting with some business owners and filming
some businesses in town this week to create a marketing tool. They will be placing the video on
YouTube and providing a copy to the Town. She stated that they have done this in Greenwood,
Seaford, Delmar, and Laurel already.

Town Administrator Long reported that there is a new business coming to town. Lujan Jewelry
will be located at 5 W Church Street, Suite 203, and will offer jewelry and beauty products.
Additionally, the Bethany-Fenwick Area Chamber of Commerce will be hosting a Grand
Reopening Ribbon Cutting for Sasha’s Jewels on April 10, 2024. The event will begin at 2:00
PM with the ribbon to be cut at 3:00 PM. Sasha’s Jewels is located at 202 Gumboro Road.

Town Administrator Long reported an update regarding the 2019 Hazard Elimination Program
which proposed new traffic signals and crossover closures along US Route 113 including the
following: new traffic signal at US Route 113 and Hosier Street, new traffic signal at US Route
113 and the Mason-Dixon Shopping Center, and crossover closures/modifications at Clendaniel
Avenue, Gumboro Road, and Church Street. The traffic signal plans and signing/pavement
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marking plans have been handed off to DelDOT’s Signal Construction group for
implementation. They expect work to begin within the next few months, however, they will
contact the Town with a definitive date.

Town Administrator Long stated the first item on the agenda was the constderation of leasing a
Wide Format Printer. A wide format printer will allow the Town to print, scan, and copy large
plans. $10,969.92 was budgeted towards the purchase of a wide format printer, however, after
further discussion it was determined that leasing may be a better option. Hillyards submitted a
quote for $229.27 per month for a 60 month lease of a Cannon imagePROGRAF TX-3100 MFP
Z.36 with stacker, and a quote for the outright purchase price of $10,969.92. DiCarlo submitted a
quote for $16,769.60 for the outright purchase of the same wide format printer. A quote for the
lease price was requested, but not received from DiCarlo. Councilman Snader made a motion to
accept the quote from Hillyards in the amount of $229.27 per month for a 60 month lease of a
Cannon imagePROGRAF TX-3100 MFP Z36 with stacker as presented. Motion seconded by
Councilman Steffen and carried by all.

Town Administrator Long stated that the last item on the agenda was the consideration of
applying for a Town Credit Card through Bank of Ocean City. She explained that the Town
currently has a credit card through WSFS Bank, and one of the biggest issues is that the credit
card is in her name and uses all of her personal information. Town Administrator Long stated
that she has spoken with Bank of Ocean City and the credit card would solely use the Town of
Selbyville’s information while having authorized purchasers and signers. She stated that Bank of
Ocean City requires the request to come before the Mayor and Council for a vote and a copy of
the Minutes be provided since the Town Administrator would be applying for the credit card on
behalf of the Town of Selbyville. Once a few months have passed, Town Administrator Long
stated she would begin the process of canceling the WSFS credit card. Town Administrator Long
added that all of the credit cards are kept locked at Town Hall, have to be signed out/in, and the
usage of any of the credit cards requires an authorized purchase order. After further discussion,
the Mayor and Council agreed that they would prefer to start with one credit card from Bank of
Ocean City and eventually revisit the possibility of individual department credit cards.
Councilwoman Dr. Cary made a motion to allow Town Administrator Long to apply for one
Bank of Ocean City credit card on behalf of the Town of Selbyville with the Town
Administrator, Stacey Long, listed as an authorized user. Motion seconded by Councilman
Snader and carried by all.

4, Visitors in Attendance:

Emily Gaither, Bethany-Fenwick Area Chamber of Commerce Member Relations Manager,
announced that they are hosting a shop local initiative event called “Spring Fling” from April 12,
2024, through April 20, 2024. Three businesses in Selbyville will be participating in the event:
Church Street Fabrics, Antique Junction, and Old Town Thrift and Gift. The Coastal Delaware
Community Clean Up will also take place on Saturday, April 20, 2024. Mountaire Farms will be
Selbyville’s designated hub location where volunteers will check-in, receive clean-up supplies,
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and discard collected trash. Additionally, the Ocean to Bay Bike Tour event will take place on
April 26, 2024, and April 27, 2024. They have several volunteer opportunities available for this
event. Ms. Gaither stated that the Chamber is assisting the Selbyville Historical Society with a
fundraiser they are hosting on June 1, 2024. The Chamber will have more details and begin
selling tickets for the fundraiser on their website later this month. She concluded by stating that
Old Timer’s Day will take place on Saturday, June 5, 2024. They have met with Salem Church
and the Selbyville Elks Lodge and are planning a kick-off event for Old Timer’s Day on Friday,
June 14, 2024. More information on all these events, and more, can be found at
htips://thequietresorts.comy.

At this time, Mayor Duncan announced that J. Conn Scott Furniture is celebrating their 100th
anniversary this year. He requested the Chamber’s assistance with recogaition and for it to be
added to the agenda for the Economic Development Committee’s April meeting.

Doug Smith of Mountaire Farms thanked the town and residents for their support and
cooperation during the railroad work that took place last month, He stated that they will need to
do additional work in a couple of years as well. Mr. Smith added that they performed 104 odor
checks since the last town meeting and detected 6 instances of odor. They have added vector
exhausts to reduce the instances of odor.

Zach Evans of Mountaire Farms thanked the Mayor and Council for their continued support of
the Easter for Thousands event and stated it was another success this year. They had
approximately 140 volunteers and packed 8,000 meal boxes. Additionally, he announced that
Mountaire Farms will be the presenting sponsor for the Selbyville Historical Society’s fundraiser
on June 1*'. Mr. Evans concluded by commending Town Administrator Long and the Council for
all the progress made at the Town Park over the years and what is yet to come. He offered
Mountaire Farm’s continued collaboration on future phases at the Town Park as well.

Bud and Linda Hosier, residents of Lighthouse Crossing, expressed concerns regarding an
accumulation of rainwater and drainage near their property. Mayor Duncan requested Inspector

Merollini meet with them on-site and go from there.

There being no further business to discuss Councilman Steffen made a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Motion seconded by Councilwoman Dr. Cary and carried by all.

Mayor Duncan adjourned the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.
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Respectfully submitted,

T

Loryn Rose
HR Specialist




