


























SHORT TERM RENTAL – OPPOSITION – BERGER 

Hope you are having a good summer so far.  

 

I had intended to attend the Selbyville town council this evening for the public hearing on 
short term rentals. However, circumstances have changed and I am unable to be there.  

 

I am a resident of the Lighthouse Crossing community and I just wanted to let you know 
that our household is definitely against short term rentals of less than a year.  

 

In general,  rentals can be risky. In our experience, rentals of less than a year can disrupt 
family living. Many rental homes this close to the beach attract large groups that are 
inconsiderate with noise and lack of care for their surroundings. By the time the owner can 
be contacted, the nuisance has occurred. 

 

We would like to keep our community safe and peaceful for our residents.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of the various community input this evening. We 
appreciate your service to the Town of Selbyville.  

 

Sincerely, 

Jackie and Rick Berger.  

 

 



OPPOSITION FOR STR 
 
 
I reside at 27055 Shipwreck Drive Selbyville, DE and  I support the proposed amendment to 
prohibit short term rentals. 
 
Thank you, 
Susan Tillman 

 



JXQe 30Wh, 2026

Ma\RU aQd MePbeUV Rf Whe Selb\Yille TRZQ CRXQcil
Town of Selbyville
1 West Church Street
Selbyville, DE 19975

RE: OSSRViWiRQ WR PURSRVed BaQ RQ ShRUW-TeUP ReQWalV

Dear Mayor and Members of the Town Council:

On behalf of the Sussex County Association of REALTORS® (SCAOR), I respectfully urge you 
to reject the proposed amendment to Selbyville¶s zoning code that would formally prohibit short-
term rentals across the town.

While we appreciate the Town Council's intent to preserve Selbyville¶s residential character, we 
believe this proposal poses unnecessary risks to property rights, economic vitality, and the long-
term health of the community. A blanket ban on short-term rentals is both overly broad and 
counterproductive—especially in a time when flexibility in housing options is essential for both 
homeowners and visitors.

PUeVeUYiQg PURSeUW\ RighWV
One of the fundamental principles we uphold as REALTORS® is the right of property owners to 
make lawful use of their property. Responsible short-term rental activity—especially when well-
regulated—is a legitimate and beneficial use of residential property. Many homeowners rely on 
this option for supplemental income, especially retirees or seasonal residents who wish to keep 
their homes occupied and maintained year-round.

LRcal EcRQRPic IPSacW
Short-term rentals generate significant economic activity in small towns like Selbyville. Visitors 
staying in these homes support local restaurants, shops, barbers, and service providers. As 
noted in recent local news coverage, many workers in town—including small business 
owners—recognize the value that short-term guests bring to the local economy. To restrict this 
growing segment of tourism and commerce risks cutting off a valuable source of local revenue.

BeWWeU AlWeUQaWiYeV ThaQ a BaQ
Instead of enacting a full ban, we encourage the Council to consider adopting reasonable and 
enforceable regulations that address potential concerns—such as occupancy limits, quiet hours, 
registration requirements, and enforcement mechanisms for nuisance violations. These 
solutions can preserve community standards without stripping homeowners of their rights or 
shutting down a valuable economic driver.

ClaUificaWiRQ WiWhRXW PURhibiWiRQ
We recognize the town¶s desire to bring clarity to its code. However, clarification should not 
come at the cost of prohibition. A definition of short-term rentals, coupled with a permitting or 
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licensing process, can establish expectations and accountability without the unintended 
consequences of a ban.

Selbyville has always been a welcoming and community-oriented town. We urge you to 
embrace balanced policy—not one that imposes broad restrictions but one that reflects the 
needs of residents, businesses, and visitors alike. We welcome the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with the Town to develop fair, thoughtful, and effective regulations that respect 
the rights of property owners and preserve Selbyville¶s character.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Bill Davis, President
Sussex County Association of REALTORS®
brokerbill@activeadultsrealty.com




